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No. 92/3 of “Past and Future” focussed upon the to-
pic of EXPULSION, primarily the so-called “Girush
Sephard”, the expulsion of the Jews from Spain -
among other reasons because of its 500th anniversary.
“Past an Future”, however, views this matter as somet-
hing much more universal and not without parallel in

the present day.

The poems and interviews of Itamir Jdoz-Keszt, the
Tel-Aviv poet of Hungarian origin, and the meditations
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of Jerusalem composer André Hajdu, former Budapest
classmate of Jdoz-Keszt relating to his new compositi-
on, the Spanish Cantata, have as their themes timeless
aspects of the phenomenon of expulsion. Both Jdoz-
Keszt and André Hajdu sought their own experiences
of Shoah in this Jewish catastrophe which took place

500 years ago: their own childhood in Hungary, colou-

red by a many-sided Jewish and Israeli identity.
In the present number we publish, apart from the



original text of the 1492 edict ordering the expulsion of
Jews from Spain, the speech delivered in 1992 by Juan
Carlos I, king of Spain in the Madrid synagogue, in
which he expressed his hope that nobody would ever
have to leave his homeland because of hatred and into-
lerance again. Joszi Hacker of Hungarian origin and
now professor of history in Jerusalem, and Antonio Do-
mingez Ortiz, professor of history in Madrid, cover the
relevant historical and socio-psychological circumstan-
ces and the consequences both of expulsion and enfor-
ced religious conversion. Angel Saenz-Badillos, profes-
sor of literature in Madrid and Joshua Blau, professor
of linguistics in Jerusalem, born in Kolozsvér (Transyl-
vania), deal with the vibrant Spanish-Jewish intellectu-
al life of the “golden age” before the expulsion, the flo-
urishing of literature, the mutual influences of Arab
and Jewish culture. Jacob M. Hassan deals with the va-
rious stages of the wanderings of the Sephardic Jews,
that is, Jews of Spanish origin, and the survial of their
language, the Ladino, and their culture. Smuél Rapha-
el’s study from the University of Bar Ilan in Tel-Aviv
also examines the preservation of the Spanish-Jewish
musical and literary tradition. Lili Sugir describes the
life of the Jewish community in Portugal. Yirmijahu Jo-
vel analyses the pioneering role of Spinoza, the great
Jewish philosopher, in the formation of a secular, mo-
dern Jewish attitude. Jean Lacouture’s study describes
the positive and tolerant attitude of the Jesuits, but pri-
marily of Ignatius Loyola to Jews and the suppressed
fact, that his successor, the founder of the Jesuit order?
was himself a Jew. A small group of Catholic Spaniards
living in the South-West of the USA trace back their
origins to the time of the expulsion of the Jews from
Spain. They are the successors of the “conversos” who
even after their enforced conversion to Catholicism ma-
intained their true religion in secret: they are the sub-
ject of the piece by Arlynn Nellhaus. Martine Berthelot
Puig-Moreno gives an account of the past and present
of the Jewish community in Barcelona. Other articles
included in our review allow the reader to trace the
spreading of Ladino culture, to the Balkans, the pre-
sent location of the expulsion of the Jews. The lyrical
essay of Ivo Andric, Nobel prizewinner, was inspired
by the Jewish cemetery in Sarajevo, while the short sto-
ry of the Serbian Jew, David Albahari commemorates
his father. The members of the Gyomaendrdd *“Know
Your Homeland” Association collected the last memo-
ries of the local Jewish community which has now died
out completely. We have included in our review the
speech delivered by Viclav Havel before the concert

held on October 19, 1992 in memory of the more than
250,000 Czechoslovakian Jews who died in Nazi death
camps. The essay of Slomo Avineri, the famous Israeli
political scientist, provides a sceptical analysis of the
future of the Russian and Eastern European Jewish
communities in the mirror of the collapse of the Soviet
Union, the vacuum of power which has been created in
the region, the revival of chauvinistic and populist poli-
tical trends, as well as authoritarian tendencies. This
powerful essay transfers the reader to the present-day
equivalent of the expulsion from Spain: the great Rus-
sian exodus. Sergei Barghin provides an impressionistic
picture of the state of mind of Russian emigrants who
have settled in Israel. Vadim Kunin, another historian
of the “ole hadash”, made an amazing discovery in an
archive in Moscow: he discovered the correspondence
between Viacheslav Plehve, Russian Minister of the In-
terior, and Theodor Herzl, according to which both
men, though naturally for different reasons, saw the so-
lution to the problem of Russian Jews in a mass exodus.
Kiroly Lusztig, journalist from the Sub-Carpathian re-
gion, in his essay writes about the life of the Jewish
community of his homeland after the Skoak (Holoca-
ust), the last chapter of the Expulsion. Olga Levitan
analyses a performance of Shylock by a Russian puppet
theatre in Jerusalem. Vera Makarova, who was regarded
as a famous prose writer in her own country, too, desc-
ribes the deep psychological aspects of her relation to
her new homeland within the framework of a still life of
the Dead Sea.

The last section of “Past en Future” contains book
and exhibition reviews relating to Sephardic Jews, but
we also describe new books by a number of writers clo-
se to “Past and Future”, such as the writing of Judit
Mirvényi on the collection of short stories by David Al-
bahari (“My Father’s Gospel”), the writing of Jens Al-
foldy on the poetry of Gy6rgy Somly6 (“It is not a sec-
ret”), Matyas Varga on the poems of Gédbor Schein
(“Remembrance of Words”’), Gibor Németh on the “Di-
ary from the Galley” by Imre Kertész and Zsuzsa Heté-
nyi’s review of the novel of Simon Morlis about the exo-
dus of orthodox Jews. Gyorgy Szegé analyses the art of
Zsuzsa Szenes and Erzsébet Paldsti, while Eva Korner
gives a review of the exhibition of Ilya Kabakov. Eszter
Gotz’s writing calls attention to an exhibition in Vienna
presenting the history of the Sephardic community of
the Imperial city.

As usual the bibliography prepared by Paula Volensz-
ky provides a review of books and newspaper publicati-
ons of the last three months concerning Jewish affairs.
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