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SUMMARY

No issue of Mult és J6v8 has ever been delayed so long as the present one. Being among friends we
may as well admit that M&J, and its publishing house, almost did not make it into the new millennium
for financial reasons. Regrettably, in the new century we will publish M&J in reduced numbers, and
for an increased price until our readership shows more interest and support for our efforts.

Like all Jewish cultural-intellectual publications throughout the world, we too have placed lead articles
analyzing the current Israeli situation to the head of the already completed issue of M&J. All of us are
deeply concerned with the renewed wave of hatred that has flared up recently — instead of reaching the
anticipated end of more than half a century of bloody confrontations that have claimed so many victims.
The notes of M&Js Editor-in-Chief, Jdnos K8banyali, currently on sabbatical in Jerusalem, record these
days of tension and hopelessriess; anxiety for the fate of Israel is also shared by the brilliant French Jewish
philosopher, Shmuel Trigano whose pithy discourse analyzes the relationship of Jews and globalization.

Following the thematic plans for this issue of M&J, the first group of writing has to do with the fact
that the new millennium is also the 2000™ anniversary of the birth of Christianitian opportunity to
review the relationship between Jewry and the Christian Churches — from the perspective of the
Holocaust. Rita Nagy Varga and Randolph Braham examine the role played by Hungarian Christian
Churches in the Holocaust; Samson Madiewski does the same for the Churches of Germany. Along the
same lines, Julia Vajda’s essay considers the necessity of dialogue between Jews and non-Jewish
societies.

The second thematic group is devoted to correspondence. History, as it emerges from letters, is par-
ticularly timely nowadays when digital culture does away with such exchanges of thought, or rather
with this special form of recording spiritual and intellectual activities for posterity. This group, compiled
by Péter Bilint, with the analysis of letters, short stories, and essays, reveals a segment from the docu-
ments of the Jewish spiritvia the medium of correspondence.

This issue is also the Hungarian debut of Edkar Keret, one of the most successful members of contem-
porary young authors in Israel who will be no stranger to those who have been raised on the grotesques
of Istvan Orkény.

With the screenplay about the life of Hanna Szenes, which is from the posthumous papers of G. Gyérgy
Kardos and which is sure to become a real literary pearl we pay “hommage” to our beloved master and
fellow writer who has recently left us. Imre Goldstein and J4nos Lackfi’s poems also conjure up
something of the mood and atmosphere of the millenniums end.
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